The Shenandoah Mallet
S h e n a n d o a h To o l Wo r k s

Introducing the Shenandoah Mallet

The Shenandoah Mallet is
available in with variety of
comfortable, highly-figured
handles in 1 lb. and 1 1/2 lb.
models.
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About the Hardwoods in our Handles
Our handles are hand-turned
from a variety of beautiful
domestic and exotic hardwoods. Because our mallets
are made individually and
often to order, we keep only
select mallets in stock at any
time and assemble them
upon order.
A Shenandoah
Mallet with a curly
(tiger) maple handle

“You will find
no better
mallet for
balance,
comfort,
versatility,
beauty and
value.
Jeff Fleisher, CoFounder, Shenandoah
Tool Works

Carving a Newport shell
with a Shenandoah Mallet

We maintain the following
hardwoods in stock:



Ash, highly figured
Bloodwood



Bocote



Canarywood



Cebil



Cherry, curly



Cocobolo

















Leopardwood
Makore, figured
Maple, bird’s eye and
curly combined
Maple, curly
Marblewood
Myrtle, figured
Orange agate
Padauk
Redheart
Rosewood, Honduras
Rosewood, Yucatan
Walnut, crotch
Wenge
Zapote
Zebrawood

We can turn a handle
for you quickly from any
of these in-stock woods.
If you have a special
request for a wood not in
current inventory, we will
order it for you if it is
available from one of our
suppliers. Note that,
depending on the cost of
rare woods, an extra
charge may apply.
We will also gladly make
a mallet for you using
wood from your own
stock, perhaps a piece of
heritage lumber with
special meaning or a
beautiful example from
your own inventory.

Why Buy a Premium Mallet?
Why should you consider buying a mallet with a
handle crafted from premium quality hardwoods? The answer lies
in the concentrated
weight of the mallet
head and in the quality
of the handle—its shape,
its feel in your hand and
its visual appeal.
Let’s face it—as woodworkers we form intimate connections with
the tools of our craft.
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After years of work, they
become lifelong friends.
We come to prize our
fine tools and lavish attention on their care,
even as we make regular use of them.
Other, cheaper mallets
are available from other
suppliers. But none can
compare with the exceptional beauty or provide
the same pleasure to
the user. Sometimes,
spending a little more

will bring such a measure of added delight
that the extra cost is
worth it. We believe
that is true of the Shenandoah Mallet.
Shenandoah Mallets are
designed for day-in and
day-out work and with
reasonable care should
last a lifetime. Isn’t it
time you treated yourself to the best?
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How to Order
Shenandoah Mallets can be ordered from our web site at www.shendandoahmallets.com/br2. We
accept credit cards via PayPal. Payment by check or money order is also accepted.

Shipping and Taxes
We ship via the U.S. Postal Service with Priority Mail for both domestic and international shipments. Check our web site for rates. We charge 5% sales tax for purchases shipped to Virginia
addresses. Our goal is to fill each order within 1-2 days after receipt of payment. However, because each mallet is individually handcrafted, orders may sometimes take a little longer to fill.
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Jeff Fleisher, Co-Founder, The Shenandoah Tool Works
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Shenandoah Mallets are available in
two convenient
weights

“It’s a real thrill
to watch a
beautiful handle
emerge from a
block of solid
wood. We love
making these
mallets as much
as you’ll love
using them.”
Norm Reid, CoFounder, Shenandoah
Tool Works

A Shenandoah Mallet
with a redheart handle.

When only the best will do
Shenandoah Tool Works

About Shenandoah Tool Works
Shenandoah Tool Works is the collaboration of two Virginia woodworkers and carvers—Jeff Fleisher and Norm Reid—who saw the need
for a high quality carving mallet at an affordable price.

Meems Bottom Covered
Bridge, over the North Fork
of the Shenandoah River,
near our New Market, VA,
workshop

Our premier steel mallet heads are fabricated in a Vermont familyowned foundry. The handles are hand-turned from exceptional hardwoods to our exacting specifications in our in New Market, Virginia,
workshop.

Contact us!
www.shenandoahtoolworks.com/br2
E-mail: info@shenandoahtoolworks.com

Some History About Carver’s Mallets
“The tools of
one's trade,
perhaps more
than any
other set of
objects, help
to define who
we are as
individuals".
Mihalyi
Csikszentimihalyi,
sociologist

Most carving is done by
pushing the gouge with your
hand, but sometimes when
carving a very hard wood or
using a gouge with a wide
cutting edge or extra control
is needed, the tool needs to
be driven by tapping the end
of the handle with a mallet. Mallets have square or
cylindrical shaped heads
with handles.
Why a metal head mallet?

Historically, virtually all mallets were made of a hard,
oily wood called lignum vitae. Popular for its heavy
weight and durability, in the
old days bearings on ships
were often made of it. When
it became scarce, beech and

other hardwoods were introduced for mallet making. But
because these woods were
much lighter, a much larger
mallet was required to have
the same impact as the lignum vitae.
Metal head mallets provide
increased weight in a much
smaller head size. The
smaller head allows the
carver to hold the head in
the palm of the hand for
light taps or lower on the
handle when bolder strokes
are necessary.

makers and carpenters and
not recommended for carving. The square face is designed to strike chisels held
vertically where the face is
perpendicular to the tool
and transfers force straight
down like a hammer.
Carving gouges, on the other
hand, are held at lower angles to the work, and it is
difficult to position a flat
surface squarely on the
tool. The rounded face of a
woodcarving mallet can be
held at any angle and still
make solid contact.

Why are carver's mallets
round?

Square-headed mallets are
traditionally used by cabinet-

Adapted from Richard Butz, How to Carve Wood

